
 

MIP – Health and Assisted Dying Poll 
 

METHODOLOGY NOTE 

 

ComRes interviewed 2,019 British adults online between 31st October and 2nd November 2014. Data were weighted to be 

representative of all GB adults aged 18+. ComRes is a member of the British Polling Council and abides by its rules.  

 

All press releases or other publications must be checked with ComRes before use.  ComRes requires 48 hours to check a press 

release unless otherwise agreed. 

 

To commission a voting intention poll or a public opinion survey please contact Katharine Peacock: 

katharine.peacock@comres.co.uk  

To register for Pollwatch, a monthly newsletter update on the polls, please email: pollwatch@comres.co.uk 
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Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

83226550435560955145232034636832720610309892019Unweighted base

83529548044056054044030036034034024010309892019Weighted base

If the law is changed then some vulnerable people like the elderly, disabled or terminally ill will inevitably
feel pressured into ending their lives prematurely

39113521421825628325116114815316196473499971Agree
47%46%44%50%46%52%57%54%41%45%48%40%46%50%48%

2441021511341781461068313310510575319288607Disagree
29%34%31%30%32%27%24%28%37%31%31%31%31%29%30%

2005911688126111825679827368238202441Don't know
24%20%24%20%22%21%19%19%22%24%22%28%23%20%22%

People should have the right to end their lives whenever they choose and the state should help them by providing lethal drugs for this purpose

4491712632373062742011652101891911255725091080Agree
54%58%55%54%55%51%46%55%59%56%56%52%56%51%54%

15661861031111181095873657241192226418Disagree
19%21%18%24%20%22%25%19%20%19%21%17%19%23%21%

230631311001421481297776877774266255521Don't know
28%21%27%23%25%27%29%26%21%25%23%31%26%26%26%

I agree with the author Martin Amis who thinks elderly people should be rewarded for ending their lives

102305254425031232948392862136197Agree
12%10%11%12%7%9%7%8%8%14%11%12%6%14%10%

4861882912763623603302162261852081236995891288Disagree
58%64%61%63%65%67%75%72%63%54%61%51%68%60%64%

2477713711015613078611051079389269265534Don't know
30%26%29%25%28%24%18%20%29%32%27%37%26%27%26%
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Absolutes/col percents

Table 2
Q.2 Next week the House of Lords will be discussing changing the law on assisted suicide. The changes are opposed by most of the leading
doctors' groups and many disabled groups like Scope and Radar. Do you agree or disagree with these statements about this issue?
Base: All respondents
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Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

83529548044056054044030036034034024010309892019Weighted base

Weakening the protections of the current legislation will lead to more people dying prematurely

275961581561862021861081061279184344359702Agree
33%32%33%36%33%37%42%36%29%37%27%35%33%36%35%

2501021451301851591169213710111558308311619Disagree
30%34%30%30%33%29%26%31%38%30%34%24%30%31%31%

3109817715418817913810011711113498378320698Don't know
37%33%37%35%34%33%31%33%33%33%39%41%37%32%35%

If the law is changed so that people are able to be given lethal drugs to end their life prematurely, it will be impossible
to make the system completely safe from abuse by unscrupulous relatives or others who could influence the process

4721722642702973392981781901911841286035671170Agree
57%58%55%61%53%63%68%59%53%56%54%53%59%57%58%

13360966112483615485636536184180364Disagree
16%20%20%14%22%15%14%18%24%19%19%15%18%18%18%

23063120108139118816884859176243242485Don't know
28%21%25%25%25%22%18%23%23%25%27%32%24%24%24%
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Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1782902552131371761992197417411101682019Unweighted base

1822832622021411821822228117361011822019Weighted base

If the law is changed then some vulnerable people like the elderly, disabled or terminally ill will inevitably
feel pressured into ending their lives prematurely

8912512695769688105408405972971Agree
49%44%48%47%54%53%49%47%50%48%58%40%48%

4998625536477070185042973607Disagree
27%35%23%27%25%26%38%31%22%29%29%40%30%

4459755229392348233921336441Don't know
24%21%29%26%21%21%13%21%28%23%13%20%22%

People should have the right to end their lives whenever they choose and the state should help them by providing lethal drugs for this purpose

94161125113738810811840921481111080Agree
52%57%48%56%52%48%59%53%50%53%48%61%54%

3754543435433352143553429418Disagree
20%19%21%17%25%23%18%23%17%20%34%16%21%

5168835433514153264611941521Don't know
28%24%31%27%23%28%23%24%32%27%18%23%26%

I agree with the author Martin Amis who thinks elderly people should be rewarded for ending their lives

1525281782123288173717197Agree
8%9%11%9%6%12%13%13%9%10%7%9%10%

11318315612292119114147541099731161288Disagree
62%65%59%60%65%66%63%66%67%63%72%64%64%

5475796342414547194642149534Don't know
30%27%30%31%30%23%25%21%24%27%21%27%26%
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Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1822832622021411821822228117361011822019Weighted base

Weakening the protections of the current legislation will lead to more people dying prematurely

7695876549596387276084054702Agree
42%34%33%32%35%32%35%39%34%35%40%30%35%

5899685538535968205183665619Disagree
32%35%26%27%27%29%32%31%24%30%36%36%31%

48881088254705967346102563698Don't know
27%31%41%40%38%38%33%30%42%35%24%35%35%

If the law is changed so that people are able to be given lethal drugs to end their life prematurely, it will be impossible
to make the system completely safe from abuse by unscrupulous relatives or others who could influence the process

1051721401158511110913246101567871170Agree
58%61%53%57%60%61%60%59%58%58%67%48%58%

344941342928414093061542364Disagree
19%17%16%17%20%15%23%18%12%18%15%23%18%

4361815327433250254151852485Don't know
23%22%31%26%19%24%18%22%31%24%18%29%24%
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Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

83226550435560955145232034636832720610309892019Unweighted base

83529548044056054044030036034034024010309892019Weighted base

If assisted suicide and euthanasia were legalised for terminally ill people in Britain it would inevitably be extended
eventually to other groups such as the disabled

330112184188231240199114144132151104451392844Agree
39%38%38%43%41%45%45%38%40%39%44%44%44%40%42%

2311101591151721721351111251068356275342617Disagree
28%37%33%26%31%32%31%37%35%31%24%24%27%35%31%

27573137137157127106759010210679303255558Don't know
33%25%29%31%28%24%24%25%25%30%31%33%29%26%28%

Assisted suicide and euthanasia should not be restricted to just the terminally ill and should be available for any person
of any age and with any condition who requests it or whose family request it

2016894101121129646774948856212232444Agree
24%23%19%23%22%24%15%22%21%28%26%23%21%23%22%

3921612512302863032921751941491561065455271071Disagree
47%55%52%52%51%56%66%58%54%44%46%44%53%53%53%

24266135109153107845892979578273231504Don't know
29%22%28%25%27%20%19%19%26%29%28%32%27%23%25%

Hospitals should be able to administer lethal drugs to end a patient's life if there is no prospect of a recovery

401154235212260272191159196166157111494485979Agree
48%52%49%48%47%50%43%53%54%49%46%46%48%49%49%

177821101081471331396689708055246252498Disagree
21%28%23%25%26%25%32%22%25%20%24%23%24%26%25%

25759135120152135110757610510374290252542Don't know
31%20%28%27%27%25%25%25%21%31%30%31%28%25%27%
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Table 3
Q.3 A House of Lords report found ‘no safe system’ anywhere in the world, while those opposing a change in the law on assisted suicide
point to the way legislation originally introduced to help terminally ill people in Holland and Belgium has now been extended to disabled
babies. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
Base: All respondents
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Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

83529548044056054044030036034034024010309892019Weighted base

Changing the law on assisted suicide and euthanasia is likely to increase abuse of the elderly and disabled

33011019317922024222613313414211287426409834Agree
40%37%40%41%39%45%51%44%37%42%33%36%41%41%41%

23310713812016815393851249011276277303580Disagree
28%36%29%27%30%28%21%28%34%26%33%32%27%31%29%

272781491411721441228210210811676327278605Don't know
33%26%31%32%31%27%28%27%28%32%34%32%32%28%30%

The case of Harold Shipman, who is thought to have murdered up to 250 of his patients, shows that any system permitting
assisted suicide could be open to abuse by people entrusted with overseeing patient safety

4641522782703003373201841861871761326285571185Agree
55%52%58%61%54%62%73%61%52%55%52%55%61%56%59%

158859277124105576194667444171226397Disagree
19%29%19%17%22%19%13%20%26%20%22%18%17%23%20%

213581109313698635580869063231206437Don't know
26%20%23%21%24%18%14%18%22%25%26%26%22%21%22%
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Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1782902552131371761992197417411101682019Unweighted base

1822832622021411821822228117361011822019Weighted base

If assisted suicide and euthanasia were legalised for terminally ill people in Britain it would inevitably be extended
eventually to other groups such as the disabled

741011138167887197397304964844Agree
41%36%43%40%47%49%39%43%48%42%49%35%42%

61106636132526569105193068617Disagree
34%38%24%30%23%29%36%31%12%30%30%37%31%

4675876043414657324872150558Don't know
26%27%33%30%30%23%25%26%40%28%21%28%28%

Assisted suicide and euthanasia should not be restricted to just the terminally ill and should be available for any person
of any age and with any condition who requests it or whose family request it

4052535025385149223791847444Agree
22%18%20%25%18%21%28%22%27%22%18%26%22%

951601241028691951303692060911071Disagree
52%57%47%51%61%50%52%59%45%53%59%50%53%

4771864930523643234372344504Don't know
26%25%33%24%21%29%20%19%28%25%23%24%25%

Hospitals should be able to administer lethal drugs to end a patient's life if there is no prospect of a recovery

891401038873871031094183248100979Agree
49%49%39%44%52%48%56%49%51%48%47%55%49%

4570775332404154144263636498Disagree
25%25%29%26%23%22%22%24%18%25%36%20%25%

4873826137563859254791745542Don't know
26%26%31%30%26%31%21%27%31%28%17%25%27%
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Table 3
Q.3 A House of Lords report found ‘no safe system’ anywhere in the world, while those opposing a change in the law on assisted suicide
point to the way legislation originally introduced to help terminally ill people in Holland and Belgium has now been extended to disabled
babies. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
Base: All respondents
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Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1822832622021411821822228117361011822019Weighted base

Changing the law on assisted suicide and euthanasia is likely to increase abuse of the elderly and disabled

811071108063837194367244763834Agree
45%38%42%40%44%46%39%42%45%42%47%35%41%

4995595736466161154793169580Disagree
27%34%22%28%25%25%34%27%19%28%31%38%29%

5181946543535068295332349605Don't know
28%28%36%32%30%29%27%30%36%31%23%27%30%

The case of Harold Shipman, who is thought to have murdered up to 250 of his patients, shows that any system permitting
assisted suicide could be open to abuse by people entrusted with overseeing patient safety

1121521441199211210414546102667921185Agree
62%54%55%59%65%62%57%65%57%59%67%50%59%

3358413729264446123271951397Disagree
18%20%16%19%21%14%24%21%15%19%18%28%20%

3672774520443431233831539437Don't know
20%26%29%23%14%24%19%14%28%22%15%21%22%
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Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

83226550435560955145232034636832720610309892019Unweighted base

83529548044056054044030036034034024010309892019Weighted base

The NHS should stop non-emergency procedures like cosmetic surgery, breast enlargement surgery and sex change operations

5572033603393833763782572732342021157377221459Agree
67%69%75%77%69%70%86%86%76%69%59%48%72%73%72%

1244344398082211536446861127117244Disagree
15%15%9%9%14%15%5%5%10%13%20%25%12%12%12%

1544976629681412851617064166150316Don't know
18%17%16%14%17%15%9%9%14%18%21%27%16%15%16%

Cuts to services means disabled and terminally ill people might feel pressured into ending their lives because they fear being a care burden

393131242199268268222163157165157112527449977Agree
47%45%50%45%48%50%50%54%44%48%46%47%51%45%48%

2299912812115015511886119937959253301554Disagree
27%33%27%28%27%29%27%29%33%27%23%24%25%30%27%

2146511011914211710051848210369249239488Don't know
26%22%23%27%25%22%23%17%23%24%30%29%24%24%24%

When there is not enough to fund health care vulnerable people such as the disabled, elderly and terminally ill are more likely to suffer

5862113693334124123782562612372401558047211526Agree
70%72%77%76%74%76%86%85%73%70%71%64%78%73%76%

77433736535224194044311969109178Disagree
9%15%8%8%10%10%6%6%11%13%9%8%7%11%9%

1734175719576382559596967157159316Don't know
21%14%16%16%17%14%9%8%16%17%20%28%15%16%16%
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Assisted Suicide/NHS Funding Survey
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Absolutes/col percents

Table 4
Q.4 There have been many reports in the media recently about an NHS funding crisis. This could mean that the hospitals might have to
restrict types of care or start charging for particular non-emergency treatments. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
Base: All respondents
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Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

83529548044056054044030036034034024010309892019Weighted base

Doctors should be able to charge patients who fail to turn up for appointments

5362133253083753663592242632122041127106641374Agree
64%72%68%70%67%68%82%75%73%62%60%47%69%67%68%

14644786684104355044627269147185332Disagree
17%15%16%15%15%19%8%17%12%18%21%29%14%19%16%

15338776610169462652666359173140313Don't know
18%13%16%15%18%13%11%9%14%19%19%25%17%14%15%

Hospitals should be able to reclaim the cost of treatment from those who turn up drunk or under the influence of drugs

5892053533344093953902502742222181367717201491Agree
70%69%73%76%73%73%89%83%76%65%64%57%75%73%74%

95485135558420253247564597128224Disagree
11%16%11%8%10%15%4%8%9%14%16%19%9%13%11%

1514276709661312453716659162141304Don't know
18%14%16%16%17%11%7%8%15%21%19%25%16%14%15%

I would happily pay more tax to protect NHS services

28810918215520620119011213511111978341403744Agree
34%37%38%35%37%37%43%37%37%33%35%32%33%41%37%

30912914815020321012911313612212783340370711Disagree
37%44%31%34%36%39%29%38%38%36%37%35%33%37%35%

2395715013515012912175891079479348216564Don't know
29%19%31%31%27%24%27%25%25%32%28%33%34%22%28%
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Table 4
Q.4 There have been many reports in the media recently about an NHS funding crisis. This could mean that the hospitals might have to
restrict types of care or start charging for particular non-emergency treatments. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
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Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

83529548044056054044030036034034024010309892019Weighted base

Budget problems in the NHS inevitably hit services like palliative care (looking after the terminally ill) or geriatric care (care of the elderly)

5612223503203973933742482532302201347477131460Agree
67%75%73%73%71%73%85%83%70%68%65%56%73%72%72%

6734382938451720262837225198149Disagree
8%11%8%7%7%8%4%7%7%8%11%9%5%10%7%

208399291125102493280828384232178410Don't know
25%13%19%21%22%19%11%11%22%24%24%35%23%18%20%
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Table 4
Q.4 There have been many reports in the media recently about an NHS funding crisis. This could mean that the hospitals might have to
restrict types of care or start charging for particular non-emergency treatments. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
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Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1782902552131371761992197417411101682019Unweighted base

1822832622021411821822228117361011822019Weighted base

The NHS should stop non-emergency procedures like cosmetic surgery, breast enlargement surgery and sex change operations

137200169153106128135170601258771241459Agree
76%71%64%76%75%70%74%77%74%72%76%68%72%

103736221724242392021329244Disagree
5%13%14%11%12%13%13%10%11%12%13%16%12%

3547572718292329122761128316Don't know
19%16%22%13%13%16%13%13%15%16%11%16%16%

Cuts to services means disabled and terminally ill people might feel pressured into ending their lives because they fear being a care burden

96123125947110072112518445676977Agree
53%44%48%47%50%55%40%50%63%49%56%42%48%

4489665637406366134752258554Disagree
24%32%25%28%26%22%35%30%16%27%21%32%27%

4270725233414645174182347488Don't know
23%25%27%26%23%23%26%20%21%24%23%26%24%

When there is not enough to fund health care vulnerable people such as the disabled, elderly and terminally ill are more likely to suffer

140202198147119134132180571309811361526Agree
77%71%75%73%84%74%73%81%70%75%80%75%76%

1032172591424138152917178Disagree
5%11%6%12%6%8%13%6%10%9%9%9%9%

3249482913342530162761129316Don't know
18%17%18%15%9%19%14%13%20%16%11%16%16%
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Table 4
Q.4 There have been many reports in the media recently about an NHS funding crisis. This could mean that the hospitals might have to
restrict types of care or start charging for particular non-emergency treatments. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
Base: All respondents
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Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1822832622021411821822228117361011822019Weighted base

Doctors should be able to charge patients who fail to turn up for appointments

131190150133102105130166551162801311374Agree
72%67%57%66%72%58%71%75%68%67%80%72%68%

2142643221422829122911428332Disagree
12%15%24%16%15%23%15%13%15%17%14%15%16%

295149371835242713284722313Don't know
16%18%19%18%13%19%13%12%16%16%7%12%15%

Hospitals should be able to reclaim the cost of treatment from those who turn up drunk or under the influence of drugs

138208170155106135132173641282801281491Agree
76%74%65%77%75%74%73%78%80%74%80%71%74%

183337191419212441901025224Disagree
10%12%14%9%10%10%12%11%5%11%10%14%11%

2641552821282825122641129304Don't know
14%15%21%14%15%15%15%11%15%15%10%16%15%

I would happily pay more tax to protect NHS services

6992786157626390416133497744Agree
38%33%30%30%41%34%35%40%50%35%34%53%37%

641011028343637276226264440711Disagree
35%36%39%41%30%34%40%34%27%36%43%22%35%

4989835741584656184972345564Don't know
27%32%31%28%29%32%25%25%22%29%22%25%28%
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Q.4 There have been many reports in the media recently about an NHS funding crisis. This could mean that the hospitals might have to
restrict types of care or start charging for particular non-emergency treatments. Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?
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Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1822832622021411821822228117361011822019Weighted base

Budget problems in the NHS inevitably hit services like palliative care (looking after the terminally ill) or geriatric care (care of the elderly)

132186176149109132138160571239791421460Agree
72%66%67%74%77%73%76%72%71%71%78%78%72%

1018182113813231127914149Disagree
6%6%7%11%9%4%7%10%1%7%9%8%7%

4078683219423139223701326410Don't know
22%28%26%16%14%23%17%18%28%21%13%14%20%
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